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Uptown Chelsea Sound, New York City, 

October 12 and 13, 1986. 
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The ability to create images—images which conjure 
up a sense of place; shimmering, mysteriously clear 
images which disappear only moments before being 
embraced. The ability to create such images is rare 
magic, and Henry Threadgill is a magician. 

Henry’s magic is rooted in the simple truth of a story 
to tell. If we survive long enough, we will all arrive at 
the point where it makes sense. The ability to com- 
municate this realization, however, is extremely rare. 

In many ways, “You Know the Number’”’ represents 
the rare convergence of hard-won awareness with 

exquisite expressive means. 

To understand Henry and his music, | think it helps to 
give Chicago as a reference point—the Chicago of 

some 30 years ago. Henry describes this place as ‘‘a 
big country town as far up south as you can get.’’ It is 
said that jazz grew up in Chicago, where Henry 
formed his style. The flow of energy was from north 
to south, and Chicago was the recipient of regional 
vitality, a pooling place for diverse talents lending 
itself to an integrating, synthesizing eclecticism. 
Chicago produced a host of musicians who assumed a 
central role in the tradition. 

The formal range within the music is, however, only 
the raw material from which creative expression is 
formed. It is the affective range of the music which is 
truly remarkable. What first struck me about Henry 
as a composer and performer was his emotional 
honesty. Here was a man in the process of self- 
confrontation; working through; ‘‘reconciling.”’ 

As | sat listening to the music contained within, the 
intense effects took the form of images. It became 
clear that the genius of this music lies within its ability 
to exist in the ambiguous space between the artist's 
personal vision and our emotional projections. These 
are musical narratives, dramatic tales which finally 
take on the familiar tone of the listener’s own voice. 

Let's bring this home with a final reference. If it is true 
that the music grew up in Chicago, it certainly calls 
New York home. It is there that Henry Threadgill 
survives and creates the unfolding image of an enduring 
tradition. 

— ROBERT CRADDOCK 
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